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Chapter 1

Middle English Literature
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1.1 Introduction to Middle English Literature: The Medieval World
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1.2 William Caxton and Printing in England
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The Printing Press
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+G>�H?�MA>�FHLM�P>EE�DGHPG�H?�MA>�FRLM>KR�IE:RL�BL%1.�$.,87-�$1.91.;-<E�"5*B��I:KM
H?�MA>�3:D>?B>E=�<R<E>
�0A>�IE:R�;E>G=L�<HFB<�:<MBHG��L>KBHNL�LH<B:E�<HFF>GM:KR�
:G=�MA>�K>EB@BHNL�LMHKR�H?�MA>�:G@>EB<�:GGHNG<>F>GM�H?��AKBLM\L�;BKMA�MH�LA>IA>K=L

�M�MA>�;>@BGGBG@�H?�MA>�IE:R��MAK>>�LA>IA>K=L�<HFIE:BG�H?�MA>�BGCNLMB<>L�H?�MA>BK
EBO>L�HG�MA>�EHP>LM�KNG@�H?�MA>�F>=B>O:E�LH<B:E�E:==>K
�3A>G�:GHMA>K�I>:L:GM�LM>:EL
HG>�H?�MA>BK�E:F;L��MA>�MAB>?�:G=�ABL�PB?>�MKR�MH�AB=>�MA>�:GBF:E�;R�=BL@NBLBG@�BM�:L
MA>BK�BG?:GM�LHG��MANL��:G�B=>GMB?B<:MBHG�H?�:�G>P�;HKG�LHG�PBMA�MA>�LRF;HEB<�E:F;
?HK>LA:=HPL�MA>�;B;EB<:E�LMHKR
��M�MA>�>G=�H?�MA>�IE:R��MA>�K>EB@BHNL�F>LL:@>
;><HF>L�<E>:K�PA>G�:G@>EL�:GGHNG<>�MA>�;BKMA�H?��AKBLM


0A>�M>QM�H?%1.�$.,87-�$1.91.;-<E�"5*BBL�:O:BE:;E>�HG�MA>�?HEEHPBG@�LBM>L�

U �2+528=1.,*��7052,*��2--5.��7052<1��2=.;*=>;.
��B;EBHMA><:��N@NLM:G:

1GBO>KLBMR�H?��N@L;NK@
AMMI���PPP
AL�:N@L;NK@
=>�TA:KL<A�:G@EB<:�
�AKHGHEH@R���MA��3:D>?B>E=):LM>K�P:D9LA>I
AMFE

U �8;9><�8/��2--5.��7052<1�";8<.�*7-�'.;<.
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?�)B<AB@:G

AMMI���JNH=
EB;
NFB<A
>=N�<@B�M�M>QM�M>QM�

�
 :�L>JN>G<>�H?�IE:RL�IHKMK:RBG@
:EE�MA>�F:CHK�>O>GML�H?�MA>
�B;E>��?KHF�MA>�?:EE�H?�/:M:G�MH
MA>�E:LM�CN=@F>GM

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��)>=B>O:E� K:F: ��

http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/special/litsubs/drama/
http://www.reed.utoronto.ca/yorkplays/york.html#pag
http://www.reed.utoronto.ca/yorkplays/york.html#pag
http://www.yorkmysteryplays.org/default.asp?idno=4
http://www.chestermysteryplays.com/history/history/morehistory.html
http://www.theatrehistory.com/medieval/mysteries002.html
http://jerz.setonhill.edu/resources/PSim/applet/index.html
http://www.folger.edu/template.cfm?cid=2514
http://www.hs-augsburg.de/~harsch/anglica/Chronology/15thC/WakefieldMaster/wak_shep.html
http://www.hs-augsburg.de/~harsch/anglica/Chronology/15thC/WakefieldMaster/wak_shep.html
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;idno=Towneley;rgn=div1;view=text;cc=cme;node=Towneley%3A13


�2;<=�9*0.�8/�6.-2.?*5�9;27=
?.;<287�8/��?.;B6*7�

B=Q�<�<F>�B=GH�0HPG>E>R�K@G�=BO��OB>P�M>QM�<<�<F>�GH=>�0HPG>E>R
�����

U Y0A>�/><HG=�/A>IA>K=L\�,E:R
Z%1.��5.,=;2,�$,;29=8;2>6
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?
�:E@:KR���:G:=:
AMMI���I>HIE>
N<:E@:KR
<:�TL<KBIMHK�MHPG>E>R�IE:RL�
L><HG=
AMFE

U Y0A>�/><HG=�/A>IA>K=L\�,E:R
Z�!KG>LM�.ARL��>=
";83.,=��>=.7+.;0

AMMI���PPP
@NM>G;>K@
HK@�?BE>L�������������A�������A
AMF

Morality Plays

)HK:EBMR�IE:RL�:K>�BGM>G=>=�MH�M>:<A�:�FHK:E�E>LLHG
�0A>L>�IE:RL�H?M>G�>FIEHR
allegory � ��MA>�NL>�H?�<A:K:<M>KL�HK�>O>GML�BG�:�EBM>K:KR�PHKD�MH�K>IK>L>GM�:;LMK:<M
B=>:L�HK�<HG<>IML
)HK:EBMR�IE:RL��I:KMB<NE:KER�MAHL>�MA:M�:K>:EE>@HKB<:E��=>IB<M
K>IK>L>GM:MBO>�<A:K:<M>KL�BG�FHK:E�=BE>FF:L�PBMA�;HMA�MA>�@HH=�:G=�MA>�>OBE�I:KML
H?�MA>BK�<A:K:<M>K�LMKN@@EBG@�?HK�=HFBG:G<>
�/BFBE:K�MH�FRLM>KR�IE:RL�FHK:EBMR
IE:RL=B=�GHM�:<M�HNM�>O>GML�?KHF�MA>��B;E>�;NM�BGLM>:=�IHKMK:R>=�<A:K:<M>KL�FN<A
EBD>�MA>�F>F;>KL�H?�MA>�:N=B>G<>�PAH�P:M<A>=�MA>�IE:R
�"KHF�MA>�<A:K:<M>KL\
=B??B<NEMB>L��MA>�:N=B>G<>�<HNE=�E>:KG�MA>�FHK:E�E>LLHGL�MA>��ANK<A�PBLA>=�MH�BGLMBEE
BG�BML�?HEEHP>KL


+G>�H?�MA>�FHLM�P>EE�DGHPG�H?�>QM:GM�FHK:EBMR�IE:RL�BL
�?.;B6*7 
�%G�MABL�FHK:EBMR�IE:R��#H=�L>G=L� >:MA�MH�M>EE
!O>KRF:G�MA:M�ABL�MBF>�HG�>:KMA�A:L�<HF>�MH�:G�>G=


0A>�M>QM�H?�?.;B6*7 BL�:O:BE:;E>�HG�MA>�?HEEHPBG@�LBM>L�

U �?.;B6*7 
 �8;9><�8/��2--5.��7052<1�";8<.�*7-
'.;<. 
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?�)B<AB@:G

AMMI���JNH=
EB;
NFB<A
>=N�<@B�M�M>QM�M>QM�

B=Q�<�<F>�<<�<F>�OB>P�MH<�B=GH�!O>KRF:G
U �?.;B6*7 
�!KG>LM�.ARL��>=
";83.,=��>=.7+.;0


AMMI���PPP
@NM>G;>K@
HK@�?BE>L�������������A�������A
AMF
U �?.;B6*7 
 #.7*<,.7,.��-2=287<
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?�+K>@HG


AMMI���PPP
ENFBG:KBNF
HK@�K>G:L<>G<>�>=BMBHGL�>O>KRF:G
AMFE

�
 MA>�NL>�H?�<A:K:<M>KL�HK�>O>GML
BG�:�EBM>K:KR�PHKD�MH�K>IK>L>GM
:;LMK:<M�B=>:L�HK�<HG<>IML

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��)>=B>O:E� K:F: ��

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;idno=Towneley;rgn=div1;view=text;cc=cme;node=Towneley%3A13
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;idno=Towneley;rgn=div1;view=text;cc=cme;node=Towneley%3A13
http://people.ucalgary.ca/~scriptor/towneley/plays/second.html
http://people.ucalgary.ca/~scriptor/towneley/plays/second.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19481/19481-h/19481-h.htm
http://internetshakespeare.uvic.ca/Library/SLT/drama/moralities.html
http://web.uvic.ca/wguide/Pages/LTAllegory.html
http://www.imagi-nation.com/moonstruck/spectop006.html
http://www.imagi-nation.com/moonstruck/spectop006.html
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/everyman.htm
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;cc=cme;view=toc;idno=Everyman
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;cc=cme;view=toc;idno=Everyman
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19481/19481-h/19481-h.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/renascence-editions/everyman.html


U �?.;B6*7 
�3
��:K>P�$:SEBMM��>=
";83.,=��>=.7+.;0

AMMI���PPP
@NM>G;>K@
HK@�<:<A>�>IN;������I@����
AMFE

KEY TAKEAWAYS

U )>=B>O:E�=K:F:�IKHOB=>=�:�F>MAH=�?HK�MA>��ANK<A�MH�M>:<A�:�E:K@>ER
BEEBM>K:M>�IHINE:MBHG


U 0PH�IKBF:KR�?HKFL�H?�F>=B>O:E�=K:F:�P>K>�MA>�FRLM>KR�IE:R�:G=�MA>
FHK:EBMR�IE:R


Resources: Medieval Drama
History of Medieval Drama
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Text of Everyman

U �?.;B6*7 
 �8;9><�8/��2--5.��7052<1�";8<.�*7-�'.;<.
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?
)B<AB@:G
AMMI���JNH=
EB;
NFB<A
>=N�<@B�M�M>QM�M>QM�
B=Q�<�<F>�<<�<F>�OB>P�MH<�B=GH�!O>KRF:G

U �?.;B6*7 
�!KG>LM�.ARL��>=
";83.,=��>=.7+.;0

AMMI���PPP
@NM>G;>K@
HK@�?BE>L�������������A�������A
AMF

U �?.;B6*7 
 #.7*<,.7,.��-2=287<
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?�+K>@HG

AMMI���PPP
ENFBG:KBNF
HK@�K>G:L<>G<>�>=BMBHGL�>O>KRF:G
AMFE

U �?.;B6*7 
�3
��:K>P�$:SEBMM��>=
";83.,=��>=.7+.;0

AMMI���PPP
@NM>G;>K@
HK@�<:<A>�>IN;������I@����
AMFE

Video

U ���KB>?�%GMKH=N<MBHG�MH�MA>�5HKD�)RLM>KR�,E:RL�����
�%G?HKF:MBHG�:;HNM
MA>�FH=>KG�IKH=N<MBHG�H?�MA>�5HKD�<R<E>
AMMI���PPP
RHNMN;>
<HF�
P:M<A�O��GR"(+E!NI)

U Y"KHF�:G�%EE�/ING�3HHE��0A>�/><HG=�/A>IA>K=L��,E:R�:G=�!:KER�!G@EBLA
0A>:M>K
Z�"HE@>K�/A:D>LI>:K>�(B;K:KR
�,H=<:LM�E><MNK>L�:;HNM�MA>

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��)>=B>O:E� K:F: ��

http://people.ucalgary.ca/~scriptor/towneley/plays/second.html
http://people.ucalgary.ca/~scriptor/towneley/plays/second.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19481/19481-h/19481-h.htm
http://web.uvic.ca/wguide/Pages/LTAllegory.html
http://web.uvic.ca/wguide/Pages/LTAllegory.html
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/everyman.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/everyman.htm
http://www.imagi-nation.com/moonstruck/spectop006.html
http://internetshakespeare.uvic.ca/Library/SLT/drama/moralities.html
http://internetshakespeare.uvic.ca/Library/SLT/drama/moralities.html
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;cc=cme;view=toc;idno=Everyman
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;cc=cme;view=toc;idno=Everyman
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/19481/19481-h/19481-h.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/renascence-editions/everyman.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/9050/pg9050.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nyFLOlEupM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nyFLOlEupM


LM:@BG@�H?�MA>�IE:R�:G=�MA>�HKB@BG�H?�MA>�IE:R
AMMI���PPP
?HE@>K
>=N�
M>FIE:M>
<?F�<B=�����

U 0A>�$BLMHKR�H?�MA>�0A>:MK>��)>=B>O:E�0A>:MK>
�.B<A:K=�,:KD>K
�0A>:MK>
�KML�%GLMKN<MHK���HENF;B:�#HK@>��HFFNGBMR��HEE>@>
�(><MNK>�HG�>:KER
=K:F:�?KHF�:G�HGEBG>�MA>:M>K�ABLMHKR�<E:LL�:M��HENF;B:�#HK@>
�HFFNGBMR��HEE>@>
AMMI���PPP
RHNMN;>
<HF�
P:M<A�O�-Q= H1H"-A)

U Y*H:A\L� >EN@>��,:KM��
Z�1.<=.;��B<=.;B�"5*B<
���OB=>H�H?�HG>�H?�MA>�����
�A>LM>K�IE:RL
AMMI���PPP
RHNMN;>
<HF�
P:M<A�O�,Q-�LBA�'F1�I�� ����!��!"������IE:RG>QM���BG=>Q��

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��)>=B>O:E� K:F: ��

http://www.folger.edu/template.cfm?cid=2615
http://www.folger.edu/template.cfm?cid=2615
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxdDoUoFQhM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxdDoUoFQhM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PxQ6sihBKmU&p=1D92A5E5AEF6B6A5&playnext=1&index=3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PxQ6sihBKmU&p=1D92A5E5AEF6B6A5&playnext=1&index=3


�.1.*-270�8/�=1.��;..7��7201=�

�;86�=1.�6*7><,;29=��8==87� .;8
��A��/���
+

1.4 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

,(!�/!�*+0!��0ABL�;HHD�BL�<NKK>GMER�BG�=K:?M�?HKF��F:M>KB:E�BL�GHM�?BG:E


LEARNING OBJECTIVES

�
 %=>GMB?R�EBM>K:KR�M><AGBJN>L�NL>=�BG$2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=

�
 %=>GMB?R�:G=�:<<HNGM�?HK�MA>�I:@:G�:G=��AKBLMB:G�>E>F>GML�BG$2;��*@*27

*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=

�
  >?BG>�F>=B>O:E�KHF:G<>�:G=�:IIER�MA>�=>?BGBMBHG�H?�MA>�@>GK>�MH$2;

�*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=


0A>�E:LM����R>:KL�H?�MA>�)B==E>��@>L��?KHF������MH������
IKH=N<>=�MA>�MAK>>�@K>:M>LM�PHKDL�H?�F>=B>O:E
EBM>K:MNK>�

U �A:N<>K\L�*7=.;+>;B�%*5.<
U ):EHKR\L�8;=.�-E�;=1>;
U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=;R�MA>Pearl

Poet� ��MA>�NGB=>GMB?B>=�:NMAHK�H?�,>:KE�
,:MB>G<>��:G=$2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7
�7201=


/<AHE:KL�;>EB>O>�MA>�L:F>�NGDGHPG�BG=BOB=N:E�PKHM>
".*;5 � "*=2.7,.��:G=$2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=��MANL
K>?>KKBG@�MH�ABF�:LMA>�,>:KE�IH>M


Text
Modern English Text

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�&>LLB>�(
�3>LMHG
�7�"*;.7=1.<.<
�)B==E>
!G@EBLA�/>KB>L
�5HKD�1GBO>KLBMR
�2>KL>�MK:GLE:MBHG

AMMI���PPP
RHKDN
<:�BGI:K�

�
 MA>�NGB=>GMB?B>=�:NMAHK�H?
,>:KE��,:MB>G<>��:G=$2;��*@*27
*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

��

http://alliteration.net/Pearlman.html
http://www.yorku.ca/inpar/


U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�&>LLB>�(
�3>LMHG
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?
.H<A>LM>K
%1.��*6.58=�";83.,=
�,KHL>�MK:GLE:MBHG

AMMI���PPP
EB;
KH<A>LM>K
>=N�<:F>EHM�L@@D
AMF

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�,:NE� >:G>
 �8;08==.7��;8>7-�#.0*27.-���
%;.*<>;B�8/��552=.;*=2?.�*7-��,,.7=>*5�"8.=;B
�2>KL>�MK:GLE:MBHG

AMMI���:EEBM>K:MBHG
G>M�,>:KE
AMF

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
 #.9;.<.7=*=2?.�"8.=;B�!7527.
�%:G
(:G<:LABK>
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?�0HKHGMH�(B;K:KB>L
�)B==E>�!G@EBLA�PBMA�IKHL>
MK:GLE:MBHG
AMMI���KIH
EB;K:KR
NMHKHGMH
<:�IH>F���
AMFE

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�3
��
�*>BELHG
�7�"*;.7=1.<.<
�)B==E>
!G@EBLA�/>KB>L
�5HKD�1GBO>KLBMR
�,KHL>�MK:GLE:MBHG

AMMI���PPP
RHKDN
<:�BGI:K�L@@D9G>BELHG
I=?

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=�����58<.�'.;<.�%;*7<5*=287���.8//;.B��1*>,.;
"*0. 
�$:KO:K=�1GBO>KLBMR

AMMI���PPP
<HNKL>L
?:L
A:KO:K=
>=N�T<A:N<>K�K>:=R
AMF

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=����)B==E>�!G@EBLA��KMANKB:G�.HF:G<>
.>MHE=�BG�)H=>KG�,KHL>
�&>LLB>�(
�3>LMHG
�8805.��884<

AMMI���;HHDL
@HH@E>
<HF�
;HHDL�B=�C�E��$GE)?D��IKBGML><�?KHGM<HO>K�=J�LBK
@:P:BG
:G=
MA>

@K>>G
DGB@AM�LHNK<>�;E�HML���%�!�#)2!�LB@�<O) Q=42I�,J+N>�E&
/!6,C4AI!�AE�>G�>B�Q�MP0)F"'H(�EP>)�LF� @�L:�4�HB�;HHD9K>
LNEM�<M�K>LNEM�K>LGNF����O>=���"L-��!P ��O�HG>I:@>�

Original Text

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�0A>��HMMHG�*>KH��
Q
�,KHC><M
� K
)NKK:R
)<#BEEBOK:R��1GBO>KLBMR�H?��:E@:KR��0>:F�(>:=>K
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?��:E@:KR

AMMI���I>HIE>
N<:E@:KR
<:�TL<KBIMHK�<HMMHG�MK:GLG>P
AMFE

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
 #.9;.<.7=*=2?.�"8.=;B�!7527.
�%:G
(:G<:LABK>
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?�0HKHGMH�(B;K:KB>L
�)B==E>�!G@EBLA�PBMA�IKHL>
MK:GLE:MBHG
AMMI���KIH
EB;K:KR
NMHKHGMH
<:�IH>F���
AMFE

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�&
.
.
�0HEDB>G�:G=�!
2
�#HK=HG
�8;9><�8/
�2--5.��7052<1�";8<.�*7-�'.;<.
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?�)B<AB@:G

AMMI���JNH=
EB;
NFB<A
>=N�<@B�M�M>QM�M>QM�
B=Q�<�<F>�<<�<F>�K@G�F:BG�OB>P�M>QM�B=GH�#:P:BG

Audio

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�3
�$
�*>BELHG
�2+;2'8A
�.><HK=BG@�BG
FH=>KG�!G@EBLA
AMMI���PPP
:K<ABO>
HK@�=>M:BEL�@:P:BG9FC9EB;KBOHQ

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��

http://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/sggk.htm
http://alliteration.net/Pearl.htm
http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poem/62.html
http://www.yorku.ca/inpar/sggk_neilson.pdf
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/ready.htm
http://books.google.com/books?id=j8l7-HnlMfkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sir+gawain+and+the+green+knight&source=bl&ots=C7I7E8GMVE&sig=cvMDxdXVp1PqOueBlJSEZPjXhpE&hl=en&ei=x2twTMmFKoL7lweM6smADg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=13&ved=0CFsQ6AEwDA#v=onepage&
http://books.google.com/books?id=j8l7-HnlMfkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sir+gawain+and+the+green+knight&source=bl&ots=C7I7E8GMVE&sig=cvMDxdXVp1PqOueBlJSEZPjXhpE&hl=en&ei=x2twTMmFKoL7lweM6smADg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=13&ved=0CFsQ6AEwDA#v=onepage&
http://books.google.com/books?id=j8l7-HnlMfkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sir+gawain+and+the+green+knight&source=bl&ots=C7I7E8GMVE&sig=cvMDxdXVp1PqOueBlJSEZPjXhpE&hl=en&ei=x2twTMmFKoL7lweM6smADg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=13&ved=0CFsQ6AEwDA#v=onepage&
http://books.google.com/books?id=j8l7-HnlMfkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sir+gawain+and+the+green+knight&source=bl&ots=C7I7E8GMVE&sig=cvMDxdXVp1PqOueBlJSEZPjXhpE&hl=en&ei=x2twTMmFKoL7lweM6smADg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=13&ved=0CFsQ6AEwDA#v=onepage&
http://books.google.com/books?id=j8l7-HnlMfkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sir+gawain+and+the+green+knight&source=bl&ots=C7I7E8GMVE&sig=cvMDxdXVp1PqOueBlJSEZPjXhpE&hl=en&ei=x2twTMmFKoL7lweM6smADg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=13&ved=0CFsQ6AEwDA#v=onepage&
http://people.ucalgary.ca/~scriptor/cotton/transnew.html
http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poem/62.html
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;cc=cme;rgn=main;view=text;idno=Gawain
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;cc=cme;rgn=main;view=text;idno=Gawain
http://www.archive.org/details/gawain_mj_librivox


Alliterative Revival

$2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=BL�I:KM�H?�:�FHO>F>GM�DGHPG�:L�MA>alliterative
revival �� ��:�K>LNK@>GM�NL>�H?�MA>�:EEBM>K:MBO>�O>KL>�?HKF�H?�HK:E�+E=�!G@EBLA�IH>MKR
LN<A�:L�.8@>5/
�%G�MA>�?HEEHPBG@�EBG>L��MA>�?BKLM�MPH�EBG>L�H?�MA>�IH>F��GHM>�MA>
K>I>MBMBHG�H?�MA><LHNG=L�BG�EBG>���:G=�BG�EBG>���MA>+LHNG=L�

Sidebar 2.1.

SB]>G�]>s>@>�:G=�]>�:Ls:NM�P:MSs>L>=�:M�0KHR>�

]> bHK b̂KBMM>G>=�:G=bK>GM�MHbKHG=>^�:G=�:LD>S

Sidebar 2.2.

/BG<>�MA>�LB>@>�:G=�MA>�:LL:NEM�P:L�<>:L>=�:M�0KHR�

0A>�;NK@�7<BMR8�;KHD>G�:G=�;NKG>=�MH�;K:G=L�7<BG=>KL8�:G=�:LA>L

Bob and Wheel

�L�MA>L>�?BKLM�MPH�EBG>L�H?�MA>�IH>F�BEENLMK:M>�$2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=BL
PKBMM>G�BG�EHG@�:EEBM>K:MBO>�EBG>L��>:<A�LM:GS:�A:OBG@�:�O:KRBG@�GNF;>K�H?�EBG>L

0A>L>�EHG@�:EEBM>K:MBO>�EBG>L�:K>�?HEEHP>=�;R�MA>bob and wheel�� ��:�@KHNI�H?�?BO>
LAHKM�EBG>L�:M�MA>�>G=�H?�:G�:EEBM>K:MBO>�O>KL>�KARFBG@������


"HK�>Q:FIE>��BG�LM:GS:�MAK>>��;>@BGGBG@�PBMA�EBG>�����MA>�LMHKR�;>@BGL�PBMA�:
=>L<KBIMBHG�H?�'BG@��KMANK�:G=�ABL�<HNKM�:M��:F>EHM�BG�>B@AM>>G�EHG@�:EEBM>K:MBO>
EBG>L�?HEEHP>=�;R�MA>�?BO>�LAHKM�EBG>L�H?�MA>�;H;�:G=�PA>>E���
 :�K>LNK@>GM�NL>�H?�MA>

:EEBM>K:MBO>�O>KL>�?HKF�H?�HK:E
+E=�!G@EBLA�IH>MKR�LN<A�:L
�>HPNE?

��
 :�@KHNI�H?�?BO>�LAHKM�EBG>L�:M
MA>�>G=�H?�:G�:EEBM>K:MBO>�O>KL>
KARFBG@������

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��



Sidebar 2.3.

HG�LBEE>

]>�A:IG>LM�NG=>K�A>N>G

DRG@�AR^>LM�FHG�H?�PREE>

ABM�P>K>K>�GHP�@K>M�GR>�MH�G>N>G

LH�A:K=R�:A>K>�HG�ABEE>

Sidebar 2.4.

BG�MA>�A:EE

MA>�FHLM�?HKMNG:M>�HG>L�NG=>K�A>:O>G

AB@A>LM�DBG@�H?�FHLM�PBEE

BM�BL�GHP�A:K=�MH�G:F>

LH�A:K=R�:�HG>�HG�MA>�ABEE

*HMB<>�MA>�MPH�LREE:;E>�EBG>�<:EE>=�MA>bob :G=�MA>�?HNK�EBG>L�<:EE>=�MA>@1..5�

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��



Sidebar 2.5.

on sille

F.�1*97.<=�>7-.;�1.>.7

4B70�1BG.<=�687�8/�@B55.

12=�@.;.;.�78@�0;.=�7B.�=8�7.>.7

<8�1*;-B�*1.;.�87�1255.

�ELH�GHMB<>�MA>�������KARF>�L<A>F>�

Sidebar 2.6.

HG<255. �

]>�A:IG>LM�NG=>Kheuen B

DRG@�AR^>LM�FHG�H?@B55. �

ABM�P>K>K>�GHP�@K>M�GR>�MHneuen B

LH�A:K=R�:A>K>�HG1255. �

Green Man Myth

�ELH�EBD>�+E=�!G@EBLA�IH>MKR�$2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=��:EMAHN@A�<HFIHL>=�P>EE
BGMH�MA>�)B==E>��@>L�PA>G�MA>��ANK<A�=HFBG:M>=�LH<B>MR��<HF;BG>L�ABGML�H?
I:@:GBLF�BG�MA>�?B@NK>�H?�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM�PBMA�H;OBHNL��AKBLMB:G�>E>F>GML�BG�/BK
#:P:BG
�0A>�#K>>G�'GB@AM�BL�:�MRI>�H?Green Man�� ��:�<A:K:<M>K�BG�:G<B>GM�?>KMBEBMR
FRMAL�K>IK>L>GMBG@�LIKBG@�:G=�MA>�K>G>P:E�H?�EB?>��:�I:K:EE>E�H?��AKBLMB:G�;>EB>?�BG
K>LNKK><MBHG
�%G�LHF>�=><:IBM:MBHG�FRMAL��:�FHMB?�?HNG=�BG$2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7
�7201=��MA>�;EHH=�H?�MA>�#K>>G�):G�LRF;HEBS>L�MA>�?>KMBEBSBG@�H?�<KHIL��MANL�BGLNKBG@
:G�:=>JN:M>�?HH=�LNIIER
�/NKIKBLBG@ER��#K>>G�):G�LRF;HEL�:K>�<HFFHG�BG�#HMAB<

��
 :�<A:K:<M>K�BG�:G<B>GM�?>KMBEBMR
FRMAL�K>IK>L>GMBG@�LIKBG@�:G=
MA>�K>G>P:E�H?�EB?>

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��



�;..7��*7�27��5B��*=1.-;*5�

�;..7��*7�27�)8;4��27<=.;�

�;..7��*7�27�=1.�;>27<�8/
�8>7=*27<��++.B�

<:MA>=K:EL��LN<A�:L�MA>L>�BG�!ER��:MA>=K:E��BG�5HKD�)BGLM>K��:G=�BG�MA>�KNBGL�H?
"HNGM:BGL��;;>R


Chivalry and Courtly Love

%G�MABL�LMHKR��MA>�:<MBHGL�H?�/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�K>LM�H?
'BG@��KMANK\L�DGB@AML�:K>�F>:LNK>=�;R�<ABO:EKR��MA>
<H=>�H?�<HG=N<M�PAB<A�;HNG=�:G=�=>?BG>=�:�DGB@AM\L
;>A:OBHK
�%G�?:<M��MA>�HK=>:E�MA:M�/BK�#:P:BG�>G=NK>L�BL
>O>GMN:EER�K>O>:E>=�MH�;>�:�M>LM�H?�MA>��HNKM\L�=>=B<:MBHG
MH�MA>BK�OHPL�H?�DGB@AMAHH=


0A>�<HG<>IM�H?�F>=B>O:E�<ABO:EKR�P:L�?:FHNLER
=>L<KB;>=�BG������;R(>HG�#:NMB>K��PAH�EBLM>=�M>G�KNE>L
H?�<ABO:EKR�?KHF�MA>���MA�:G=���MA�<>GMNKB>L�

�
 0AHN�LA:EM�;>EB>O>�:EE�MA:M�MA>��ANK<A
M>:<A>L�:G=�LA:EM�H;L>KO>�:EE�BML�=BK><MBHGL


�
 0AHN�LA:EM�=>?>G=�MA>��ANK<A

�
 0AHN�LA:EM�K>LI><M�:EE�P>:DG>LL>L�:G=�LA:EM

<HGLMBMNM>�MARL>E?�MA>�=>?>G=>K�H?�MA>F

�
 0AHN�LA:EM�EHO>�MA>�<HNGMKR�BG�MA>�PAB<A

MAHN�P:LM�;HKG

�
 0AHN�LA:EM�GHM�K><HBE�;>?HK>�MABG>�>G>FR

�
 0AHN�LA:EM�F:D>�P:K�:@:BGLM�MA>�BG?B=>E

PBMAHNM�<>LL:MBHG��:G=�PBMAHNM�F>K<R

�
 0AHN�LA:EM�I>K?HKF�L<KNINEHNLER�MAR�?>N=:E

=NMB>L��B?�MA>R�;>�GHM�<HGMK:KR�MH�MA>�E:PL�H?
#H=


�
 0AHN�LA:EM�G>O>K�EB>��:G=�LA:EM�K>F:BG
?:BMA?NE�MH�MAR�IE>=@>=�PHK=


�
 0AHN�LA:EM�;>�@>G>KHNL��:G=�@BO>5*;0.<<.MH
>O>KRHG>


��
 0AHN�LA:EM�;>�>O>KRPA>K>�:G=�:EP:RL�MA>
<A:FIBHG�H?�MA>�.B@AM�:G=�MA>�#HH=�:@:BGLM
%GCNLMB<>�:G=�!OBE


%G�:==BMBHG�MH�MA>�B=>:EL�H?�<ABO:EKR��MA>�GH;BEBMR�H?M>G
FH=>E>=�MA>BK�;>A:OBHK��BG�EBM>K:MNK>�:M�E>:LM��HG�MA>
<HG<>IM�H?courtly love �� ��KNE>L�@HO>KGBG@�MA>�;>A:OBHK
H?�DGB@AML�:G=�E:=B>L�BG�:�KBMN:EBLMB<��?HKF:EBS>=�LRLM>F�H?�?EBKM:MBHG
�HNKMER�EHO>BL
:G�BGM>@K:E�I:KM�H?�MA>F>=B>O:E�KHF:G<>L�LNG@�;R�MKHN;:=HNKL:L�>GM>KM:BGF>GM�BG

��
 KNE>L�@HO>KGBG@�MA>�;>A:OBHK�H?
DGB@AML�:G=�E:=B>L�BG�:
KBMN:EBLMB<��?HKF:EBS>=�LRLM>F
H?�?EBKM:MBHG

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��

http://books.google.com/books?id=VUMKAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=leon+gautier&hl=en&ei=mCiBTLyOL8T38AbKlfTkAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CCkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=leon%20gautier&f=false
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/special/authors/andreas/de_amore.html
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/medieval/musicartlit/musicartliterature.html


MA>�<HNKML�H?�"K:G<>��LMHKB>L�H?�DGB@AML�BGLIBK>=�MH�@K>:M�=>>=L�;R�MA>BK�EHO>�?HK�?:BK
=:FL>EL��LHF>MBF>L�:�=:FL>E�BG�=BLMK>LL�K>L<N>=�;R�MA>�DGB@AM
�0A>�B=>:�;>ABG=
*68>;�,8>;=82<BL�MA:M�:�DGB@AM�B=>:EBS>=�:�E:=R��:�E:=R�GHM�ABL�PB?>�:G=�H?M>G�BG�?:<M
F:KKB>=�MH�:GHMA>K��:G=�I>K?HKF>=�=>>=L�H?�<ABO:EKR�MH�AHGHK�A>K


Y.NE>LZ�@HO>KGBG@�MA>�<HG=N<M�H?�:�DGB@AM�BGOHEO>=�BG�<HNKMER�EHO>�P>K>�HNMEBG>=�;R
�G=K>:L��:I>EE:GNL�BG�ABL���MA�<>GMNKR�;HHD%1.��;=�8/��8>;=5B��8?.
 %1.�!#���!7527.
#./.;.7,.��884�/8;��.-2.?*5�$=>-2.< EBLML�:I>EE:GNL\�KNE>L�

�
 ):KKB:@>�BL�GH�K>:E�>Q<NL>�?HK�GHM�EHOBG@

�
 $>�PAH�BL�GHM�C>:EHNL�<:GGHM�EHO>

�
 *H�HG>�<:G�;>�;HNG=�;R�:�=HN;E>�EHO>

�
 %M�BL�P>EE�DGHPG�MA:M�EHO>�BL�:EP:RL�BG<K>:LBG@�HK�=><K>:LBG@

�
 0A:M�PAB<A�:�EHO>K�M:D>L�:@:BGLM�ABL�PBEE�H?�ABL�;>EHO>=�A:L�GH�K>EBLA

�
 �HRL�=H�GHM�EHO>�NGMBE�MA>R�:KKBO>�:M�MA>�:@>�H?�F:MNKBMR

�
 3A>G�HG>�EHO>K�=B>L��:�PB=HPAHH=�H?�MPH�R>:KL�BL�K>JNBK>=�H?�MA>

LNKOBOHK

�
 *H�HG>�LAHNE=�;>�=>IKBO>=�H?�EHO>�PBMAHNM�MA>�O>KR�;>LM�H?�K>:LHGL

�
 *H�HG>�<:G�EHO>�NGE>LL�A>�BL�BFI>EE>=�;R�MA>�I>KLN:LBHG�H?�EHO>


��
 (HO>�BL�:EP:RL�:�LMK:G@>K�BG�MA>�AHF>�H?�:O:KB<>

��
 %M�BL�GHM�IKHI>K�MH�EHO>�:GR�PHF:G�PAHF�HG>�LAHNE=�;>�:LA:F>=�MH

L>>D�MH�F:KKR

��
 ��MKN>�EHO>K�=H>L�GHM�=>LBK>�MH�>F;K:<>�BG�EHO>�:GRHG>�>Q<>IM�ABL

;>EHO>=

��
 3A>G�F:=>�IN;EB<�EHO>�K:K>ER�>G=NK>L

��
 0A>�>:LR�:MM:BGF>GM�H?�EHO>�F:D>L�BM�H?�EBMME>�O:EN>��=B??B<NEMR�H?

:MM:BGF>GM�F:D>L�BM�IKBS>=

��
 !O>KR�EHO>K�K>@NE:KER�MNKGL�I:E>�BG�MA>�IK>L>G<>�H?�ABL�;>EHO>=

��
 3A>G�:�EHO>K�LN==>GER�<:M<A>L�LB@AM�H?�ABL�;>EHO>=�ABL�A>:KM�I:EIBM:M>L

��
 ��G>P�EHO>�INML�MH�?EB@AM�:G�HE=�HG>

��
 #HH=�<A:K:<M>K�:EHG>�F:D>L�:GR�F:G�PHKMAR�H?�EHO>

��
 %?�EHO>�=BFBGBLA>L��BM�JNB<DER�?:BEL�:G=�K:K>ER�K>OBO>L

��
 ��F:G�BG�EHO>�BL�:EP:RL�:IIK>A>GLBO>

��
 .>:E�C>:EHNLR�:EP:RL�BG<K>:L>L�MA>�?>>EBG@�H?�EHO>

��
 &>:EHNLR��:G=�MA>K>?HK>�EHO>��:K>�BG<K>:L>=�PA>G�HG>�LNLI><ML�ABL

;>EHO>=

��
 $>�PAHF�MA>�MAHN@AM�H?�EHO>�O>Q>L��>:ML�:G=�LE>>IL�O>KR�EBMME>

��
 !O>KR�:<M�H?�:�EHO>K�>G=L�PBMA�MA>�MAHN@AM�H?�ABL�;>EHO>=

��
 ��MKN>�EHO>K�<HGLB=>KL�GHMABG@�@HH=�>Q<>IM�PA:M�A>�MABGDL�PBEE�IE>:L>

ABL�;>EHO>=

��
 (HO>�<:G�=>GR�GHMABG@�MH�EHO>

��
 ��EHO>K�<:G�G>O>K�A:O>�>GHN@A�H?�MA>�LHE:<>L�H?�ABL�;>EHO>=

��
 ��LEB@AM�IK>LNFIMBHG�<:NL>L�:�EHO>K�MH�LNLI><M�ABL�;>EHO>=


�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/capellanus.asp


%.69=*=287�8/�$2;��*@*27�+B
�*-B��.;=25*4�

��
 ��F:G�PAH�BL�O>Q>=�;R�MHH�FN<A�I:LLBHG�NLN:EER�=H>L�GHM�EHO>

��
 ��MKN>�EHO>K�BL�<HGLM:GMER�:G=�PBMAHNM�BGM>KFBLLBHG�IHLL>LL>=�;R�MA>

MAHN@AM�H?�ABL�;>EHO>=

��
 *HMABG@�?HK;B=L�HG>�PHF:G�;>BG@�EHO>=�;R�MPH�F>G�HK�HG>�F:G�;R�MPH

PHF>G


*HM>�MA:M�F:GR�H?�MA>�LM>K>HMRIB<:E�LB@GL�H?�;>BG@�BG�EHO>�:K>�EBLM>=��LN<A�:L
:II>:KBG@�I:E>�����	��;>BG@�NG:;E>�MH�>:M�HK�LE>>I�����	��:G=�=BLIE:RBG@�C>:EHNLR
����	
�+MA>K�?:FBEB:K�<HG<>IML�LN<A�:L�IE:RBG@�A:K=�MH�@>M�����	�:G=�L><K>M�EHO>L
����	�<HF>�?KHF�MA>�KNE>L�H?�<HNKMER�EHO>
�0A>�KNE>L�:ELH�F:D>�<E>:K�MA:M�>G@:@BG@�BG
MA>�KBMN:EL�H?�<HNKMER�EHO>�BL�HGER�?HK�MA>�GH;BEBMR�����	


0A>�<HG<>IM�H?<HNKMER�EHO>�:G=�MA>�F>=B>O:E�KHF:G<>:KKBO>=�BG��KBM:BG�PBMA
!E>:GHK�� N<A>LL�H?��JNBM:BG>��:�K>@BHG�BG�PA:M�BL�GHP�"K:G<>��:G=�A>K�F:KKB:@>�MH
MA>�!G@EBLA�'BG@�$>GKR�%%


%F:@>L�?KHF�MA>�)B==E>��@>LIHKMK:R�GH;E>�<HNIE>L�BG�MRIB<:E�:KBLMH<K:MB<�F>=B>O:E
:<MBOBMB>L��IE:RBG@�<A>LL��ANGMBG@�PBMA�?:E<HGL��=:G<BG@��:G=��BG�LHF>�BF:@>L�
H;OBHNLER�>G@:@BG@�BG�<HNKMER�?EBKM:MBHGL
�%G�HG>�L<>G>��?HK�>Q:FIE>��:�E:=R�:II>:KL
MH�;>�IK>L>GMBG@�:�MHD>G�MH�:�DGB@AM
�%G�:GHMA>K��:�DGB@AM�:II>:KL�MH�A:O>�LM:;;>=
ABFL>E?��IHLLB;ER�BG�=>LI:BK�HO>K�ABL�NGK>JNBM>=�EHO>
�%G�:GHMA>K�L<>G>��DGB@AML�?B@AM
BG�:�MHNKG:F>GM�PABE>�:=HKBG@�E:=B>L�P:M<A�?KHF�MA>�LM:G=L


�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��

http://condor.depaul.edu/~dsimpson/tlove/courtlylove.html
http://cla.calpoly.edu/~dschwart/engl513/courtly/images.htm


�;86�=1.�6*7><,;29=��8==87� .;8
���A��/��
��

Medieval Romance

%G$2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=��;HMA�MA>�<H=>�H?
<ABO:EKR�:G=�MA>�KBMN:EL�H?�<HNKMER�EHO>�@HO>KG�/BK
#:P:BG\L�;>A:OBHK�:G=�=><BLBHGL��:L�PHNE=�;>�>QI><M>=
BG�:�F>=B>O:E�KHF:G<>��:�G:KK:MBO>�PBMA�MA>�?HEEHPBG@
<A:K:<M>KBLMB<L�

U :�IEHM�:;HNM�DGB@AML�:G=�MA>BK�:=O>GMNK>L
U BFIKH;:;E>��H?M>G�LNI>KG:MNK:E��>E>F>GML
U <HGO>GMBHGL�H?�<HNKMER�EHO>
U LM:G=:K=BS>=�<A:K:<M>KL��MA>�L:F>�MRI>L�H?�<A:K:<M>KL�:II>:KBG@�BG

F:GR�LMHKB>L��MA>�<ABO:EKHNL�DGB@AM��MA>�;>:NMB?NE�E:=R��MA>�FRLM>KBHNL
HE=�A:@	

U K>I>:M>=�>O>GML��H?M>G�K>I>:M>=�BG�GNF;>KL�PBMA�K>EB@BHNL�LB@GB?B<:G<>
LN<A�:L�MAK>>

KEY TAKEAWAYS

U +G>�H?�MA>�F:CHK�PKBM>KL�H?�MA>�)B==E>��@>L�BL�MA>�NGB=>GMB?B>=�,>:KE
,H>M��:G=�HG>�H?�ABL�F:CHK�PHKDL�BL$2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=


U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=>QAB;BML�EBM>K:KR�M><AGBJN>L�MRIB<:E�H?�MA>
:EEBM>K:MBO>�K>OBO:E


U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=K>O>:EL�O>LMB@>L�H?�I:@:GBLF�BG�:�LH<B>MR
=HFBG:M>=�;R��AKBLMB:GBMR


U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=BEENLMK:M>L�MPH�<HG<>IML�BFIHKM:GM�MH
F>=B>O:E�GH;BEBMR��<ABO:EKR�:G=�<HNKMER�EHO>


U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=>Q>FIEB?B>L�MA>�F>=B>O:E�KHF:G<>�@>GK>


�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��



EXERCISES

�
 .>OB>P�MA>�KNE>L�H?�<ABO:EKR�:L�K>IHKM>=�;R�(>HG�#:NMB>K
�+G�PAB<A
IHBGML�=H>L�/BK�#:P:BG�?:BE�MH�EBO>�NI�MH�ABL�OHPL�H?�DGB@AMAHH=�

�
 $HP�=H�MA>�M>G>ML�H?�<HNKMER�EHO>�:??><M�/BK�#:P:BG\L�BGM>K:<MBHG�PBMA
(:=R��>KMBE:D�

�
  H�RHN�=>M><M�:GR�BG<HG@KNBMB>L�BG�MA>�MPH�LRLM>FL�H?�<ABO:EKR�:G=
<HNKMER�EHO>�

�
  >L<KB;>�MA>�MPH�Y@:F>LZ�BG�PAB<A�/BK�#:P:BG�;><HF>L�BGOHEO>=
�3A:M
P:L�MA>�INKIHL>�H?�MA>L>�MPH�<A:EE>G@>L�

�
 %=>GMB?R�>Q:FIE>L�H?�MA>�<A:K:<M>KBLMB<L�H?�F>=B>O:E�KHF:G<>�:II:K>GM
BG$2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=


Resources: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
General Resources

U Y)NLB<��(BM>K:MNK>�:G=�%EENFBG:M>=�):GNL<KBIML
Z�(>:KGBG@��)>=B>O:E
.>:EFL
��KBMBLA�(B;K:KR
AMMI���PPP
;E
ND�E>:KGBG@�ABLM<BMBS>G�
F>=B>O:E�FNLB<:KMEBM�FNLB<:KMEBM>K:MNK>
AMFE

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
��GGBBG:�&HDBG>G
�>627*;2>6
�(BGDL�MH
M>QM��BF:@>L��:G=�L<AHE:KER�BG?HKF:MBHG
AMMI���PPP
ENFBG:KBNF
HK@�
F>=EBM�@:P:BGK>
AMF

Modern English Text

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�&>LLB>�(
�3>LMHG
�7�"*;.7=1.<.<
�)B==E>
!G@EBLA�/>KB>L
�5HKD�1GBO>KLBMR
�2>KL>�MK:GLE:MBHG

AMMI���PPP
RHKDN
<:�BGI:K�

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�&>LLB>�(
�3>LMHG
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?
.H<A>LM>K
%1.��*6.58=�";83.,=
�,KHL>�MK:GLE:MBHG

AMMI���PPP
EB;
KH<A>LM>K
>=N�<:F>EHM�L@@D
AMF

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�,:NE� >:G>
 �8;08==.7��;8>7-�#.0*27.-���
%;.*<>;B�8/��552=.;*=2?.�*7-��,,.7=>*5�"8.=;B
�2>KL>�MK:GLE:MBHG

AMMI���:EEBM>K:MBHG
G>M�,>:KE
AMF

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
 #.9;.<.7=*=2?.�"8.=;B�!7527.
�%:G
(:G<:LABK>
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?�0HKHGMH�(B;K:KB>L
�)B==E>�!G@EBLA�PBMA�IKHL>
MK:GLE:MBHG
AMMI���KIH
EB;K:KR
NMHKHGMH
<:�IH>F���
AMFE

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�3
��
�*>BELHG
�7�"*;.7=1.<.<
�)B==E>
!G@EBLA�/>KB>L
�5HKD�1GBO>KLBMR
�,KHL>�MK:GLE:MBHG

AMMI���PPP
RHKDN
<:�BGI:K�L@@D9G>BELHG
I=?

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��

http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/medieval/musicartlit/musicartliterature.html
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/medieval/musicartlit/musicartliterature.html
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/gawainre.htm
http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/gawainre.htm
http://www.yorku.ca/inpar/
http://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/sggk.htm
http://alliteration.net/Pearl.htm
http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poem/62.html
http://www.yorku.ca/inpar/sggk_neilson.pdf


U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=�����58<.�'.;<.�%;*7<5*=287���.8//;.B��1*>,.;
"*0. 
�$:KO:K=�1GBO>KLBMR

AMMI���PPP
<HNKL>L
?:L
A:KO:K=
>=N�T<A:N<>K�K>:=R
AMF

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=����)B==E>�!G@EBLA��KMANKB:G�.HF:G<>
.>MHE=�BG�)H=>KG�,KHL>
�&>LLB>�(
�3>LMHG
�8805.��884<

AMMI���;HHDL
@HH@E>
<HF�
;HHDL�B=�C�E��$GE)?D��IKBGML><�?KHGM<HO>K�=J�LBK
@:P:BG
:G=
MA>

@K>>G
DGB@AM�LHNK<>�;E�HML���%�!�#)2!�LB@�<O) Q=42I�,J+N>�E&
/!6,C4AI!�AE�>G�>B�Q�MP0)F"'H(�EP>)�LF� @�L:�4�HB�;HHD9K>
LNEM�<M�K>LNEM�K>LGNF����O>=���"L-��!P ��O�HG>I:@>�

Original Text

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�0A>��HMMHG�*>KH��
Q
�,KHC><M
� K
)NKK:R
)<#BEEBOK:R��1GBO>KLBMR�H?��:E@:KR��0>:F�(>:=>K
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?��:E@:KR

AMMI���I>HIE>
N<:E@:KR
<:�TL<KBIMHK�<HMMHG�MK:GLG>P
AMFE

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�&
.
.
�0HEDB>G�:G=�!
2
�#HK=HG
�8;9><�8/
�2--5.��7052<1�";8<.�*7-�'.;<.
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?�)B<AB@:G

AMMI���JNH=
EB;
NFB<A
>=N�<@B�M�M>QM�M>QM�
B=Q�<�<F>�<<�<F>�K@G�F:BG�OB>P�M>QM�B=GH�#:P:BG

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
 #.9;.<.7=*=2?.�"8.=;B�!7527.
�%:G
(:G<:LABK>
�1GBO>KLBMR�H?�0HKHGMH�(B;K:KB>L
�)B==E>�!G@EBLA�PBMA�IKHL>
MK:GLE:MBHG
AMMI���KIH
EB;K:KR
NMHKHGMH
<:�IH>F���
AMFE

Audio

U $2;��*@*27�*7-�=1.��;..7��7201=
�3
�$
�*>BELHG
�2+;2'8A
�.><HK=BG@�BG
FH=>KG�!G@EBLA
AMMI���PPP
:K<ABO>
HK@�=>M:BEL�@:P:BG9FC9EB;KBOHQ

The Pearl Poet

U Y0A>�,>:KE�,H>M
Z�,:NE� >:G>
�8;08==.7��;8>7-�#.0*27.-����%;.*<>;B�8/
�552=.;*=2?.�*7-��,,.7=>*5�"8.=;B
 AMMI���:EEBM>K:MBHG
G>M�,>:KEF:G
AMFE

U Y0A>�,>:KE���#:P:BG�	�,H>M
Z!7527.��869*7287�=8��2--5.��7052<1
�2=.;*=>;.
��A:BK�H?�)>=B>O:E�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>�:G=�$BLMHKB<:E
(BG@NBLMB<L�H?�MA>�$>BGKB<A�$>BG>�1GBO>KLBMR� N>LL>E=HK?

AMMI���NL>K
IABE�?:D
NGB�=N>LL>E=HK?
=>�TAHEM>BK�<HFI:GBHG�
*:OB@:MBHG��NMAHKL�,>:KE�,H>M�I>:KE�IH>M
AMFE

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��

http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/ready.htm
http://books.google.com/books?id=j8l7-HnlMfkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sir+gawain+and+the+green+knight&source=bl&ots=C7I7E8GMVE&sig=cvMDxdXVp1PqOueBlJSEZPjXhpE&hl=en&ei=x2twTMmFKoL7lweM6smADg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=13&ved=0CFsQ6AEwDA#v=onepage&
http://books.google.com/books?id=j8l7-HnlMfkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sir+gawain+and+the+green+knight&source=bl&ots=C7I7E8GMVE&sig=cvMDxdXVp1PqOueBlJSEZPjXhpE&hl=en&ei=x2twTMmFKoL7lweM6smADg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=13&ved=0CFsQ6AEwDA#v=onepage&
http://books.google.com/books?id=j8l7-HnlMfkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sir+gawain+and+the+green+knight&source=bl&ots=C7I7E8GMVE&sig=cvMDxdXVp1PqOueBlJSEZPjXhpE&hl=en&ei=x2twTMmFKoL7lweM6smADg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=13&ved=0CFsQ6AEwDA#v=onepage&
http://books.google.com/books?id=j8l7-HnlMfkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sir+gawain+and+the+green+knight&source=bl&ots=C7I7E8GMVE&sig=cvMDxdXVp1PqOueBlJSEZPjXhpE&hl=en&ei=x2twTMmFKoL7lweM6smADg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=13&ved=0CFsQ6AEwDA#v=onepage&
http://books.google.com/books?id=j8l7-HnlMfkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=sir+gawain+and+the+green+knight&source=bl&ots=C7I7E8GMVE&sig=cvMDxdXVp1PqOueBlJSEZPjXhpE&hl=en&ei=x2twTMmFKoL7lweM6smADg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=13&ved=0CFsQ6AEwDA#v=onepage&
http://people.ucalgary.ca/~scriptor/cotton/transnew.html
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;cc=cme;rgn=main;view=text;idno=Gawain
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=cme;cc=cme;rgn=main;view=text;idno=Gawain
http://rpo.library.utoronto.ca/poem/62.html
http://www.archive.org/details/gawain_mj_librivox
http://alliteration.net/Pearlman.html
http://user.phil-fak.uni-duesseldorf.de/~holteir/companion/Navigation/Authors/Pearl-Poet/pearl-poet.html
http://user.phil-fak.uni-duesseldorf.de/~holteir/companion/Navigation/Authors/Pearl-Poet/pearl-poet.html


Courtly Love

U �G=K>:L��:I>EE:GNL
%1.��.8//;.B��1*>,.;�"*0. 
�$:KO:K=�1GBO>KLBMR

AMMI���PPP
<HNKL>L
?:L
A:KO:K=
>=N�T<A:N<>K�LI><B:E�:NMAHKL�
:G=K>:L�BG=>Q
AMFE

U �G=K>:L��:I>EE:GNL��0A>��KM�H?��HNKMER�(HO>���;MP
�����W����	
�,:NE
$:EL:EE
�7=.;7.=��.-2.?*5�$8>;,.+884
�0A>�+.���+GEBG>�.>?>K>G<>��HHD
?HK�)>=B>O:E�/MN=B>L
AMMI���PPP
?HK=A:F
>=N�A:EL:EE�LHNK<>�
<:I>EE:GNL
:LI

U Y�ABO:EKR�:G=��HNKMER�(HO>
Z� :OB=�(
�/BFILHG
� >,:NE�1GBO>KLBMR

AMMI���<HG=HK
=>I:NE
>=N�=LBFILHG�MEHO>�<HNKMEREHO>
AMFE

U Y\�HNKMER�(HO>\�%F:@>L
Z� K
� >;HK:��
�/<AP:KMS
�!G@EBLA� >I:KMF>GM�
�HEE>@>�H?�(B;>K:E��KML
��:EB?HKGB:�,HERM><AGB<�/M:M>�1GBO>KLBMR

AMMI���<E:
<:EIHER
>=N�T=L<AP:KM�>G@E����<HNKMER�BF:@>L
AMF

�A:IM>K���)B==E>�!G@EBLA�(BM>K:MNK>

�
��/BK�#:P:BG�:G=�MA>�#K>>G�'GB@AM ��

http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/special/authors/andreas/index.html
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/special/authors/andreas/index.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/capellanus.asp
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/capellanus.asp
http://condor.depaul.edu/dsimpson/tlove/courtlylove.html
http://cla.calpoly.edu/~dschwart/engl513/courtly/images.htm


1.5 Geoffrey Chaucer (1343Ð1400)
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